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FROM AMBASSADOR VANDEN HEUVEL 

STATE/IO - FOR MAYNES, DALLEY, MILLS; IL FOR DALE GOOD 
PASS LABOR FOR SECY MARSHALL, SAMUEL AND QUACKENBUSH 
PASS COMMERCE FOR SECY KREPS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ILO 

SUBJECT: ILO - BLANCHARD CONTRACT TO BE RENEWED 

I LEARNED TODAY (JANUARY 10) FROM THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR 
THAT THE OFFICERS OF THE ILO GOVERNING BODY DECIDED 
YESTERDAY TO PROPOSE TO THE GOVERNING BODY THAT DIRECTOR 
GENERAL BLANCHARD'S CONTRACT BE IMMEDIATELY RENEWED FOR 
ANOTHER FIVE-YEAR PERIOD. THE REASONING GIVEN BEHIND THIS 
WAS THAT THE ORGANIZATION IS NOW FACING A PERIOD OF CON- 
SIDERABLE UNCERTAINTY DURING WHICH IT WOULD BE NECESSARY 
TO HAVE A FIRM HAND AT THE HELM. ADDITIONALLY, IT WAS 
SAID THAT THERE WERE ALREADY A NUMBER OF ASPIRANTS IN THE 
SECRETARIAT WHO WERE BEGINNING TO AGITATE FOR THE JOB AND 
THE DECISION WAS TAKEN AT THIS TIME TO HEAD OFF THE IN- 
EVITABLE CONFLICT THAT THIS SORT OF COMPETITION WOULD EN- 
GENDER. IT IS ALSO CLEAR THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT IS 
STRONGLY BEHIND THIS BECAUSE OF ITS OWN INTERESTS IN 
SEEING THAT A FRENCH NATIONAL BE RETAINED IN THIS POSI- 
TION. WE HAVE NOT BEEN INFORMED OF THIS DIRECTLY. AL- 
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THOUGH I HAVE HAD CONVERSATIONS WITH BOTH DG BLANCHARD 
AND PROFESSOR AGO SINCE THE OFFICERS’ MEETING, NEITHER 
MENTIONED THIS SIGNIFICANT PROPOSAL TO ME. THE GOVERNING 
BOARD OFFICERS CALLED THE CANADIAN AND DANISH AMBASSADORS 
(AS CHAIRMEN OF IMEC AND THE EC) TO A SPECIAL MEETING TO 
INFORM THEM OF THIS PLAN. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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